
Common Rosefinch

The common rosefinch (Carpodacus erythrinus) is the most widespread and common Rosefinch of Asia and Europe.
In a molecular phylogenetic study of the finch family published in 2012, Zuccon and colleagues found that the
Common Rosefinch fell outside the core Carpodacus Rosefinch clade and was a sister to the Scarlet Finch. They
recommended that the common rosefinch should be moved to a new monotypic genus with the resurrected name of
Erythrina. The BOU accepted this proposal.

The genus name is from Ancient Greek karpos, "fruit" and dakno, "to bite", and the specific erythrinus is from Latin
erythros, "red". The Common Rosefinch is 13–15 cm in length, it has a stout and conical bill and the mature male has

brilliant  rosy-carmine  head,  breast  and
rump, dark brown wings with two indistinct
bars, and a white belly. Females and young
males  are  dull-coloured  with  yellowish-
brown  above,  brighter  on  the  rump  and
greyer  on  head,  with  buff  below.  Adults
moult  in  their  winter  quarters,  between
September  and  November.  After  moulting
the  red  of  male  is  subdued,  and  becomes
brighter during the winter due to wear of the
feathers.

It  has  spread westward through Europe in
recent  decades,  even  breeding  in  the  UK
several times.  Common Rosefinches  breed
from  the  Danube  valley,  Sweden,  and
Siberia  to  the  Bering  Sea,  the  Caucasus,
northern Iran and Afghanistan, the western
Himalayas,  Tibet  and  China,  to  Japan.  In
winter they are found from southern Iran to
south-east  China  India,  Burma,  and

Indochina. They are found in summer in thickets, woodland and forest edges near rivers and in winter in gardens and
orchards, wetlands and locally in dry oak woods.

In Fife, this bird has only been recorded eight times on the mainland, though it is a regular visitor to the Isle of May.
It is worth checking through those Sparrow flocks around the coast in late May, look for the stout bill, large eye and
two wing bars. Good luck!! 
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